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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 5, 
lines 8, the phrase "provided with a an access aperture" is grammatically incorrect. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 -1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Spencer et al. (US 6,619,689 B2). 

With respect to claims 1 and 9, Spencer et al. discloses a method of making an 
airbag (232) and an airbag (232), the method comprising the steps of blow moulding a 
selected plastics material to form the airbag (232) utilizing a mould corresponding to the 
final uninflated state (273, 275) of the airbag (232). (Figs. 12 and 18-19, col. 4, lines 4- 
1 1 and col. 6, lines 7-27.) Spencer et al. further discloses the mould being such that the 
moulded airbag (232) has at least one indented region (44), which, on inflation of the 
airbag (232) becomes outwardly extending. (Figs. 7-8, col. 4, lines 12-40.) 
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With respect to claim 2, Spencer et al. discloses a gas generator (270) for the 
airbag (232). (Col. 6, lines 1-6.) 

With respect to claims 3-5 and 10-11, Spencer et al. discloses the indented 
region (259) comprises an annular indented groove that comprises a central indented 
area. (Figs. 14 and 17-19, col. 6, lines 34-40.) 

With respect to claims 6-8, Spencer et al. discloses using polycarbonate (PC) to 
form the airbag (32). (Col. 6, lines 59-67 and col. 7, lines 1-4.) Spencer et al. discloses 
using the claimed invention except for specifying using at least 40% or at least 80% PC. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the airbag out of at least 40% PC or at least 80% PC, 
since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the 
prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the 
art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-3 and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Khoudari et al. (US 2002/0185847 A1). 

With respect to claims 1 and 9, Khoudari et al. discloses a method of making an 
airbag (40) and an airbag (40), the method comprising the steps of blow moulding a 
selected plastics material to form the airbag (40) utilizing a mould corresponding to the 
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final uninflated state (56) of the airbag (40). (Figs. 1-2 and 4-5, paragraphs 20 and 25.) 
Spencer et al. further discloses the mould being such that the moulded airbag (40) has 
at least one indented region (50), which, on inflation of the airbag (40) becomes 
outwardly extending. (Figs. 4-5, paragraphs 22-23.) 

With respect to claim 2, Khoudari et al. discloses a gas generator for the airbag 
(40). (Paragraph 24.) 

With respect to claims 3 and 10, Spencer et al. discloses the indented region (50) 
comprises an indented groove. (Figs. 4-5.) 

With respect to claims 6-8, Khoudari et al. discloses using polycarbonate (PC) to 
form the airbag (40). (Paragraph 25.) Khoudari et al. discloses using the claimed 
invention except for specifying using at least 40% or at least 80% PC. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the airbag out of at least 40% PC or at least 80% PC, since it has been held 
that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering 
the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 
USPQ 233. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references cited on the PTO-892 form disclose similar 
features of the claimed invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James English whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7014. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:00 - 5:30 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Q. Nguyen can be reached on (571)272-6952. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John Q. Nguyen/ /James English/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3616 Examiner, Art Unit 3616 



